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WHY A PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING? 


In considering the formation of a new Yearly 
Meeting it is quite proper that a Meeting should 
ask the question, “How will this serve our needs 
and purposes?” For, certainly we all admit the 
burden of over-organization in our lives and for 
further organization to be justified it should meet 
in some measure some of the direct functional 
and spiritual needs of the groups and individuals 
that are to be its constituents. In no way do | 
presume to speak for the entire University Meet- 
ing of Friends in Seattle, but from my knowledge 
of and association with the group I should like 
to outline three main areas in which I| feel a new 
Pacific Yearly Meeting could add to the depth 
and richness of the life of the Meeting. 


The most obvious benefit to ourselves—and 
to other groups, too—would be contact and close 
association with other Meetings whose structure, 
membership, form of worship, general problems 
and projects are similar to our own. Inter-visita- 
tion, of proven value among Friends, could do 
much to carry experience and inspiration to and 
from this Meeting. Visitation is possible without 
the formal structure of a Yearly Meeting, but it 
is far more likely and natural when there has 
been some association and the development of 
friendships through meetings, correspondence, 
etc. While this Meeting’s relationships with 
Indiana Yearly Meeting have always been pleas- 
ant they have always been remote. We have 
participated as best we could and have been 
represented at sessions, but we have yet felt real 
distance from it. And, quite naturally, I think, 
this feeling of isolation has shown itself in our 
lack at times of proper perspective on ourselves 
and our problems. It is wholesome for groups, 
as well as individuals, to feel a part of a larger 
body, to feel related to its destiny and to feel that 
through it wisdom and strength can be gained. 

A second respect in which a Pacific Yearly 
Meeting could meet a very real need in our Meet- 
ing is in relation to its young people—high school 
and college students especially. It seems that 
during the “teens” there is a special and import- 
ant place for group fellowship. In most of our 
Meetings there are not enough young people of 
one age group to offer that feeling of belonging 
that comes when a group of twenty or thirty or 
fifty young folks can meet and talk and work and 
worship and play together. I shall never forget 
the first high school age Christian conference | 
attended. It was and always will be one of the 
truly high points in my spiritual development. I 
learned that there were values in Christian faith 
and practice that I could help to discover, a 
spiritual language I could speak that was not just 


taught or spoken by adults, but that had meaning 
for me. Retreats, work camps, study and travel 
projects could all be planned among the young 
people of our Pacific Yearly Meeting and could 
help to meet this very normal need of participa- 
tion and growth among like-minded and under- 
standing contemporaries. 

At the Pacific Coast Association meetings this 
past August at the Pacific Oaks Friends School in 
Pasadena we all enjoyed and were thrilled by 
the number and quality of the small folks in the 
nursery school provided for them. We made 
excellent provision for those between the ages of 
two and five and they seemed to have a wonder- 
ful time. Are we as able to meet the needs of 
those from thirteen to twenty? If not, then I sug- 
gest we give the matter real study, for that lovely 
flower-garden of children we saw last summer 
is going to be thirteen and twenty very soon and 
I, for one, am jealous that mine shall have a 
chance to have those group experiences within 
the Society of Friends which mean so much in 
religious development 

And, finally, I feel a Pacific Yearly Meeting 
could do much to consolidate and reinforce some 
of the very important projects we on the Coast 
are attempting. It is very interesting that there 
are three well established educational projects 
among Friends on the Coast at the present time. 
Each project is concerned with special and dif- 
ferent age groups and yet all three have started 
out independently and creatively to experiment 
with the possibilities of Quakerism and education. 
The shared experience through Yearly Meeting, 
its counsel and assistance—moral and perhaps 
financial—could help to make these movements 
an even more significant expression of a Friendly 
concern. 

The Pacific Coast still has a good measure of 
the pioneer spirit alive and at work. Small, in- 
dependent groups of Friends have developed and 
flowered into Meetings—personal concerns have 
taken hold and grown into group projects — 
courageous and convinced prophets have experi- 
mented with important ideas and projects, often 
almost alone. And this must go on. But there 
are now results of these pioneer endeavors that 
are ready for the additional experience of syn- 
thesis and support of a larger and more widely 
representative group. In addition to the above- 
mentioned educational projects there are also the 
special concerns of visitation, such as Pacific Rim 
fellowship, rural-life and numerous other studies 
and experiments that come in this category. 

Not for a moment do I feel that a new Yearly 


Meeting will be a magic wand that will bring 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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have subscribed “at least a dollar.” 
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This Issue ... 


All Friends meetings in the Pacific Coast 
Association are centering their attention in the 
next monthly meetings on their action in regard 
to the forming of a Pacific Yearly Meeting. 
Virginia Barnett brings out very helpfully the 
major considerations as she questions if it is more 
organization that Friends need at this time and 
then proceeds to describe the positive benefits we 
might expect from a Yearly Meeting. More basic 
even than the question her title raises is her dis- 
cussion of how we are going to influence and 
be influenced by our children, especially during 
their ’teens . . . Ben Darling, also of Seattle, is 
the editor for this issue and his article on the 
history of their Friends Center touches a topic 
being discussed from Melbourne to Los Angeles, 
in Honolulu as well as San Francisco... We 
are reminded again of the P.C.A.F. decision to 
study this winter the journal of John Woolman 
by Eubanks Carsner’s article . . . Visits to Friends 
in China and Canada are made personal through 
the Simkins and'John Dorland . . . I hope that 
you will not hesitate to express appreciation for 
these articles to their authors as your subscription 
at present pays only the printer and the post- 
man! 

This is our third and last introductory issue 
mailed to an enlarged mailing list regardless of 
subscription. I hope that you can see the poten- 
tiality of this monthly interchange between in- 
dividuals and groups and will support it by your 
subscription of at least a dollar. 

Ed. Sanders 


Three Rivers Conference 


The meeting of representatives of small commu- 
nities which make up the Intercommunity Coordinat- 
ing Committee has postponed its meeting until the 
third Sunday in January, the 19th, when it will meet 
at Three Rivers, California. Attenders should clear 
in advance with Russ and Verna Curtis, especially if 
they plan to stay over-night. 


Young Friends Conference 


From all parts of United States, from Canada, 
Jamaica, Cuba, Mexico, Europe and other parts of the 
world Friends will gather at Earlham College Campus, 
Richmond, Indiana, July 7-13, for the 1947 Young 
Friends Conference for the youth of all yearly meet- 
ings. The general theme will be “Christian Dedica- 
tion in Spirit and Work.’ Those desiring to be on 
the mailing list for further information write Con- 
ference Planning Committee, Young Friends Office, 
101 So. 8th St., Richmond, Indiana. 
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Pasadena Monthly Meeting (Villa) 


MEMORIAL TO MARY WARD 
Prepared by a committee of Pasadena 
Monthly Meeting 


Our dear friend, Mary Ward, began her life- 
as a teacher in the Friends’ schools ee Iowa, we ore 
taught a number of years. She first came to Pasa- 
dena in 1887 or 1888, following her parents, Thomas 
and Abigail Ward, who had come to Califoinia lil 
1886, locating first in Wildomar. , 


In the summer of 1888 Mary conduct 

Friends’ school in Pasadena held in ihe Honan 
William and Elvina Hoyle on North Raymond Ave- 
nue, four doors above Washington street, on the east 
side. But (seeing no prospect in California for fol- 
lowing her calling, which she felt to be that of a 
Friends’ teacher) she returned East and soon began 
an ae career at Westtown Friends’ Boarding 
School. 


During her Westtown years, however, she made 
occasional trips to visit her family then residing in 
Pasadena and was always a welcome attender at our 
meeting. After her retirement from Westtown she 
spent the last.10 years of her life among us, making 
her home with her sister in South Pasadena. She 
passed away 8th month, 17th, 1946, just ten days 
after her ninetieth birthday. 


She was a beloved and esteemed minister and elder 
belonging to Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, but 
brought with her a sojourning minute. Though she 
always retained her membership there, in our hearts 
we felt that she was our own. Her ministry was often 
a “teaching ministry.’ Sometimes she would clarify 
what others had said, possibly adding some thoughts 
of her own. Once by way of encouragement, she 
commended the course of doing the best one can 
under the circumstances. 


During these latter years she continued to use her 
gift as teacher by serving as leader for the study of 
Friends’ history and principles, thus enriching our 
lives and strengthening our meeting. Her thorough- 
ness as a teacher and her clear thinking extended 
into the business affairs of our Monthly Meeting and 
was shown by her eagerness that truth might always 
he reached before a decision was made. 

We would not exalt the creature but feel it neces- 
sary to point out some of the spiritual attainments 
which made Mary Ward’s life an out-standing example 
of individual worth—reached only by a close walk with 
the Master. 

Her personality was friendly and sincere — her 
spirit tender and loving. She manifested an interest 
in all and a tolerance toward every one, yet at the 
same time showed a desire that they might be walk- 
ing in the Truth. Her attitude and outlook on life 
stayed young. One felt a sense of security in her 
presence and that it was a blessing to have known 
her. 

Through all these other traits of character there 
ran a strain of cheerfulness and a keen sense of 
humor, while binding all of them together there was 
the priceless virtue of true humility. “What doth 
the Lord require of thee but to deal justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God.” : 


Honolulu 

Gilbert Bowles writes: “From the ‘literature’ about 
Pacific Oaks ...Anna Armbruster, an interested 
teacher at Ewa, gave a very good outline of the pro- 
gram of your school, at the close of Meeting one First 
Day, with notations by Carolyn James Lee. It was 
interesting to compare the purpose of Pacific Oaks 
with other schools with which we are familiar, und 
we shall be eager to watch the school progress... 
Honolulu Friends are definitely interested in the 
move to form a Pacific Yearly Meeting. Floyd Schmoe, 
now teaching in the University here talked to our 
Meeting ... about this Y.M. movement.” 
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Woolman’s Work Prospered 


After I had read John Woolman’s Journal in 
_the Whittier edition the first time, memory re- 
called a line learned in chik'hood, 

“Whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” 

I had to have the help of a concordance to find 
its setting in Psalm I. 

In what a different sense prosper was used 
then! It did not mean by wit or with the un- 
guided turn of fortune’s wheel to buy low and 
sell high things which others want or need—and 
so to become rich and respected. This is how 
John Woolman used the word: ‘From the steady 
opposition which faithful Friends in early times 
made to wrong things then approved, they were 
hated and persecuted by men living in the spirit 
of this world, and, suffering with firmness, they 
were made a blessing to the church, and the work 
prospered.” 

John Woolman had a bent for merchandising. 
However, he chose only “to buy and sell things 
really useful. Things that served chiefly to please 
the vain mind in people, I was not easy to trade 
in; seldom did it; and whenever I did, I found it 
weaken me as a Christian.” His business-grew 
until it threatened to become a burden. He gave 
it up and followed his trade as a tailor, by him- 
self, with no apprentice. This gave him freedom 
to carry on his “works,” 

Before this he had already begun his long, 
earnest, effective efforts to get Friends who owned 
slaves to free them. That was about thirty-four 
years before the Declaration of Independence 
was signed. Patient listening, prayerful prepara- 
tion and then humble, kindly, courageous and 
inoffensive persuasion was his method. Many 
were moved: none offended. 

Risking his health and life he traveled on 
horseback over the mountains to western Penn- 
sylvania during the French and Indian War to 
learn how the Indians lived and to share with 
them such truth as might be revealed. His 
friendly manner and words calmed an Indian 
who threatened with his tomahawk. 

On his voyage to visit Friends in England he 
chose passage in the steerage that he might know 
by experience the hard life and suffering of the 
sailors. By his sacrificial service he brought new 
life to the Society of Friends in England. Weak- 
ened by exposure and hardships he died there 
of small pox. The Inner Light illumined the 
- dark days of his final suffering. All his works 
prospered, 

John Woolman was prepared. He walked not 
in the council of the ungodly, he avoided the 
company of the sinful and the cynical. He deeply 
enjoyed the Bible and on the truths in it he 
meditated day and night. Prayerfully, selflessly, 
at all times he sought to know and to do the will 
of his Father. He was an humble artisan, a great 
social reformer. John Woolman ranks high 
among the saints. 

“W/hoever reverences the Eternal, learns 

What is the right course to take; 

His own life shall continue prosperous.” 

: EuBANKs CARSNER 


puede bulletin 


A Canadian Visitation 


Nature wept at the departure of Friends on the 
final day of Canada Yearly Meeting. A week of hot 
humid weather, plus an overdose of mosquitoes, ended 
in a thunderstorm and cooling rain. 


The spirit of Friends had been of a high order all 
week, and lived above climatic conditions, so that 
when the time for good-byes came it would not have 
been out of place to have had a united singing of 
the old hymn, “There shall be showers of blessing, 
Send them upon us, oh Lord,” 

My wife went her way to visit relatives in the vicin- 
ity of Toronto, while I drove off with a friend to 
Ridgeville in the Niagara Peninsula. The lush green 
countryside and gray sky were restful as we headed 
south towards our destination, the area which is some- 
times known as the “Garden of Ontario.” Here where 
the land is rich in all kinds of deciduous fruits the 
ripening cherry orchards and dusky grapes on many 
a terraced hillside were especially attractive. 


St. Catherines is the business center, but the 
Friends are a rural people and have their Meeting in 
the country at Pelham, This Meeting is nominally 
Five Years Meeting and pastoral, but a group of the 
Genesee Yearly Meeting (Hicksite) meet with them 
since they laid down their own Meeting a number of 
years ago. 

It was a vital experience visiting in the homes of 
a number of these good Friends. I have a little brown 
book in which I secured the signatures of many, and 
as I look at their names I think of their faces and 
personalities. 

In one large red brick farmhouse I had the room 
usually occupied by the school teacher who was away 
on vacation. This particular farm was a modern one 
with much machinery. Indeed the father was a li- 
censed civilian aviator who would take off from a 
nearby flying field and as he sailed overhead his ad- 
miring family waved greetings from below. 

Such memories! Driving over pleasant country 
roads ... hailing some farmer in the field to talk 
over the state of society ... discussing livestock, dairy- 
ing and Meeting problems . . . saying goodbye and 
hurrying <a to the next place. St. Thomas lies to 
the west of the Peninsula area and not far away is 
old Sparta Meeting, once a stronghold of Hicksite 
Friends, It was our good fortune and real benediction 
to stay at the home of Edgar and Amelia Haight 
who lived in Pasadena a number of years where 
they are well known to many Friends. Although ad- 
vanced in years they both take a keen interest in 
the life of our times. We called on an aged brother of 
Amelia who would probably never rise from his bed 
again. The house was as ancient as the owner, but the 
presence of grandsons who came in grimy and sweaty 
from the fields and the baby playing on the doorstep 
made one see the line was virile. This day of visits 
will live long in memory. 


It was an easy drive to Norwich, the center of 
Conservative Quakerism in Canada. The fine big farm- 
house of Howard Clayton, new Clerk of Canada Yearly 
Meeting, is a hospitable home. The family worship 
period in the morning with father and mother and 
the two fine boys started the day with God’s blessing 
on all the activities. One could truly say, “Christ is 
the Head of this house: the Unseen Guest at every 
meal: the Silent Listener to every conversation.” 

I saw more Quaker bonnets at First Day Morning 
Meeting than I had seen for a long time. An ancient 
Friend, visiting from Scipio Quarter in New York 
State, sat all through meeting crowned with a broad 
brimmed beaver hat. But Norwich Meeting does not 
live in the past: youth and the middle walks of life 
are well represented. The delegation at Canada Year- 
ly Meeting, sharing in the joint and concurrent ses- 
sions and active in the Canadian Friends Service 
Committee, was a testimony of their concern. Here 
also, though a few Friends live in the village of Nor- 
wich, most are a farming people. An afternoon at 
Beaconsfield among a pastoral group, whose little 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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Seattle Friends Center Origins 


What is a Friends Center? Obviously the answer 
would be as different as the many Friends Centers 
are different and certainly no standard answer would 
fit Seattle Friends Center. For many years the idea 
was clothed in a dream; suddenly the dream became 
a reality. 

Probably the idea of a distinctly Quaker work in 
the University District can be credited to Robert E. 
Pretlow more than thirty years ago when he was 
pastor of the Friends Memorial Church. Space will 
allow but a few highlights of this enterprise. In the 
ten short years of its existence its impact upon the 
community and its outreach has exceeded the serv- 
ice we expected from it. Its work with the European 
war refugees coming by way of Siberia and Japan, 
and its epic service to the dispossessed Japanese- 
Americans during that tragic blunder, are dramatic 
chapters in the history of the Friends Center before 
the American Friends Service Committee came upon 
the scene. 

It was June, 19387 when the first Center Board 
gathered around a table in the University Commons 
to launch an answer to the question “What is a 
Friends Center.” We knew of the Geneva, Switzer- 
land Center and sitting with the Board that evening 
was a Friend from Geneva, Bertram Pickard, long 
time secretary of that Center. Surely this was a 
good omen. Bertram had arrived in Seattle that 
same day and was promptly invited to sit in the dis- 
cussion. His encouragement and advice have served 
as a guide through the fogs of uncertainty of these 
first ten years. : 

The following fundamental principles were form- 
ulated at that first meeting of the Center Board. 
First, to gather a meeting for worship. Second, to 
draw adaptable or interested students into Friends 
way of life. Third, to create friendly relations with 
students and others of differing racial backgrounds— 
particularly Negro, Japanese and Chinese. Fourth, 
to reach beyond our community to those individuals 
or groups who wished to understand and practice 
the philosophy of Friends. Fifth, to be a center of 
hospitality to visiting Friends and to Friendly ac- 
tivities. 

Basically the purpose of the Seattle Friends Cen- 
ter is Quaker education. No conventional pattern is 
being followed; it is rather an experimental growing 
into the needs of our time. Our long range plan 
envisages a hostel to accommodate a given number 
of men and women while doing scholastic work in 
the University. This work would be supplemented 
by courses in Quaker education at the Friends Cen- 
ter under a competent Quaker scholar. A self per- 
petuating system of scholarships is planned. 

The first objective of the Center Board has been 
achieved—a, vital meeting for worship. This Meet- 
ing has now become the sponsor of its creator. No 
major decisions are made by the Board without first 
laying them before the Meeting for analysis and 
approval. The personnel of each committee (each 
headed by a Board Member) is drawn from the mem- 
bers of the Meeting thus giving the majority of active 
members a voice in the Center work. 

Good fortune attended the selection of a secre- 
tary for the first year. Promptly following the 
Friends world conference in 1937, Beatrice Shipley of 
Philadelphia came west to take over secretarial work 
for the Center. The steady growth and expansion of 
the work is a monument to her spirit of deyction and 
consecration to a pioneer work in undeveloped terri- 
tory. 

It would not suffice to end this little story with- 
out a word about the present. Two months «go 
Joseph Silver took over the post of Executive Secre- 
tary at the Center, succeeding Robert and Margaret 
Blood who are teaching in Penn College. Joseph 
Silver was secretary of the Philadelphia Young 
Friends movement when the Center was founded. 
He became familiar with our plans at that time. 
Now fortune has brought him to share in this crea- 
tive work and the future looks bright. As one of the 


educational mediums of the new proposed Yearly 
Meeting the Friends Center in Seattle would seem 
to have an important place. 

Ben Darling. 
Seattle, American Friends Service Committee 

Officers recently chosen for the current year in- 
clude Arthur C. Barnett, Chairman; Donald Dodd and 
Theodora Crane, Vice-Chairman; Margaret E. Terrell, 
Treasurer. Committee chairmen are Doris Stanis- 
lawski, Foreign Service; Clara Schwieso. Peace Edu- 
cation; Anna Price, Clothing; Charles Schwieso, Per- 
sonnel; W. Virgil Smith, Institute of International 
Relations. 

Plans are underway for the fourth annual session 
of the Washington State Institute of International 
Relations to be held in Seattle in June, 1947, The 
committee, under the chairmanship of W. Virgil 
Smith, of the Seattle Public Schools, has met several 
times to consider arrangements, program and faculty. 

Kenneth S. Kimmel, formerly of Kansas, has 
been appointed to the staff as Peace Education Sec- 
retary, effective January 1. He is a member of the 
Church of the Brethren and spent several years in 
C.P.S. camps and projects during the war period. 

Work of the Clothing Committee has been ac- 
celerated in recent weeks, with the arrival of many 
contributions at both workrooms. In addition to the 
shipments which go regularly to Philadelphia for 
use in Germany and other parts of Europe there 
have already been two shipments to Japan totalling 
more than a hundred bales. 


University Friends Meeting 

At the October Monthly Meeting the report of the 
Organization Committee of the Pacific Coast Associa- 
tion was read and briefly discussed. The Meeting 
appointed a committee to study the report in more 
detail and to make definite recommendations to the 
Meeting regarding it. The committee is: Cora Elking- 
ton, Benjamin Darling, Joseph Silver and Virginia 
Barnett. 

The Friends Center Board has announced with 
pride and pleasure that Joseph Silver has accepted 
the position of Executive Secretary of the Friends 
Center. 

Having lived in Seattle for over a year Joe 
and Mildred Silver are already an important part of 
the Meeting. The Center Board also announced the 
appointment of Garnet Guild as House Director to 
succeed Jim and Betty Winker who leave to study 
at the University of Chicago. 

The Meeting received a request from Don and 
Alura Dedd that their son Mitchell Bren Dodd be en- 
rolled as an Associate Member. A request for transfer 
of membership was given to Beatrice Shipley to the 
Friends House Meeting in Los Angeles. The Meeting 
was reluctant to lose Beatrice, but happy to have her 
taking responsibility in the new location. 

(From Bulletin of University Friends Meeting) 


A Canadian Visitation 

(Continued from Page 3) 
church nestles in a grove of soft maples, concluded 
our visitation. 

What reaction does one get from such an experi- 
ence? Practically all the Friends visited were rural. 
They live simple uncomplicated lives close to the 
soil and because of this their faith is one of simplicity 
and sincerity. Some of the barriers of our modern 
living, sophistication, egotism and selfishness that 
keep His Spirit from having full sway in our lives 
were absent. We begin to realize that learning with- 
out the Christtian prefix does not lead to the Kingdom 
of Heaven. A life wholly given up to the will of God is 
the important thing. 

Often when we speak of visitation we think of 
the cities and larger centers of Friends—quite over- 
looking our “country cousins.” We trust others will 
find in this wide America of ours the joys we found 
in rural visitation. 

John W. Dorland 
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Friends in West China 


Szechwan Yearly Meeting of Friends in West 
China is composed of about four hundred actual mem- 
bers and a large number of others who are interested 
in the activities of the group. For many years there 
have been British and American Friends teaching at 
West China Union University at Chengtu. This has 
resulted in extending the influence of Friends widely 
throughout all of West China. The members of the 
Yearly Meeting are people from every class of Chi- 
nese society. Their ideas, habits and actions vary just 
as greatly. But—let us introduce you to several of these 
people. 


Dr. Hsu-Pin Chen, a physician specializing in chil- 
dren’s diseases has been for several different years 
the presiding clerk of the Yearly Meeting. He began 
his education in the Friends’ mission primary school 
northeast of Chengtu. He later lived in the Friends’ 
dormitory during his attendance at the Middle School 
in Chengtu. After graduating from China West Union 
University he studied in Peking and England. 


Dr. Chen visited Japan and was well received by 
Japanese Friends. He returned to establish himself 
in a well-appointed private hospital in Chengtu. When 
the city was bombed by the Japanese his hospital and 
home were completely demolished, but fortunately he 
and his family were away and so escaped. When 
Japanese Friends learned of this loss, they sent him 
some money as a token of their regret. Dr. Chen, 
however, felt that there were others much more needy 
and the money was finally used, at his insistence, for 
a Friends primary school which had to move to new 
quarters to escape the bombings. 

Characteristic of Dr. Chen is his devotion to a 
sense of duty, which is well illustrated by the follow- 
ing incident. While a student in Chengtu he learned 
that his brother in Chungking was very ill. He felt 
that he should care personally for his brother, and 
lacking money for transportation he walked the 300 
miles to Chungking. When his brother recovered, he 
returned by the same means. 


Mr. and Mrs. Yu-San Liu were very humble people. 
Mr. Liu who died over fifteen years ago took frequent 
and helpful part in the Chengtu unprogrammed 
Meeting for worship. He was a servant in the R. J. 
Davidson household. After Mrs. Liu became interested 
in Christianity she learned to read and write and for 
more than thirty years has been a devoted worker 
among the women of the Meeting. Even now, at 70 
years, she is one of the most active persons in the 
Meeting. She has frequently been a delegate to Yearly 
Meeting. 

Soe-Ching Wu is a well-known and respected edu- 
cator in Chengtu, despite his limited formal education. 
In 1921 he was chosen Principal of the Friends pri- 
mary school which was just being established. Due to 
the success of the school, Wu soon found it necessary 
to rent more property and to open a kindergarten. The 
research and study he has given to his work have been 
a valuable contribution to Chengtu’s school system 
and to the Meeting of which he is a strong member. 


K.P. and Esther Yang have many talents to con- 
tribute to Friends interests. Esther Yang, who was 
then Esther Lee, graduated from the Friends primary 
school in Chungking and became its head teacher. 
Her family was a wealthy one. During the reign of one 
of the robber chiefs in Chungking many wealthy per- 
sons were imprisoned and their wealth taken and 
Esther Yang was thrown in jail. During her six 
months here she preached to the jailers and by virtue 
of her personality gained great influence over them. 


K. P. Yang was educated in the Chungking Friends 
High School, served with the Chengtu Y.M.C.A. and 
in educational circles as well as with Friends. This 
most unusual pair arranged their own wedding in a 
day when such a practice was almost unheard of. It 
was the custom in those days to play ribald practical 
jokes on newly-weds during their wedding night. K. P. 
Yang, in an effort to alter this custom, presented on 
their wedding night so interesting and entertaining 


a program that the crowd had no chance to carry 
out its usual objectionable practice. 


The Yangs’ oldest son, Dr. Stephen Yang, is an 
outstanding leader. When he married the daughter of 
the President of the West China Union University he 
received great tribute. It was he, who when the 
Women’s Hospital burned, groped through the smoke 
and suffocating fumes to the third story and carried 
to safety the last patient. Stephen teaches in the 
Medical College of the University. He has been award- 
ed a fellowship by our State Department for two 
years’ study in the University of Michigan where he 
is specializing in thoracic surgery. The seventeen fel- 
lowship students who traveled with him from China 
elected him president of their group. 


And so, with people like these, one feels that the 
Society of Friends is very similar wherever it may 
exist. 


*Told to Etta Berry Vogel by Robert and Margaret 
Simkin for the Committee on the Orient of the South- 
ern California Branch of the American Friends Serv- 
ice Committee. 


Australia and New Zealand 


A letter from Margaret Benson (Editor of the 
Friend of Australia and New Zealand, 34 Henry 
Street, Gordon, N.S.W., Australia) written in October 
reports “At present, as you may have noted, we are 
all interested in the idea of building a proper head- 
quarters—an Australian Friends House—in Mel- 
bourne, the only city whose Meeting House has a 
suitable site. But where there are only 600 members 
scattered over a country the size of the U.S.A. and 
far from affluent, you see that there are considerable 
difficulties in the way ...tThe Danns have been 
received with enthusiasm by New Zealand Friends 
and we expect them here before very long .. .” 

From New Zealand, John Johnson notes “. . . may 
I ‘warn’ the Australian Friends of the blessing that 
wiil descend on them at the end of the year when we 
pass on Robert and Lyra and Dorothy Dann... 
With father 6 ft. 3 in. and Dorothy 5 ft. and 10 in. 
and mother ? they would stretch a long way on the 
ground, and miles further when it comes to assessing 
their combined friendliness and co-operative useful- 
ness.” 


Salem, Oregen 


Ward Miles (45 Lansing Ave., Salem, Oregon) sent 
in several subscriptions and wrote that William Law- 
rence had discussed with the meeting the forming 
of the Pacific Yearly Meeting. “Although we as yet 
have not found for ourselves what our position will 
be in relation to the new group, we are greatly in- 
terested. We young friends particularly feel the need 
for a yearly meeting, however some of the older 
persons have affiliations which they are not eager to 
sever ... We hope that plans for new yearly meet- 
ing will be such that all can participate... My 
wife, Alice, and I are trying to establish here in Salem 
a weekly meeting on the basis of silence. We have 
found some other interested young people and are 
meeting regularly at the YWCA on Sunday morn- 
ings at 10:00 A.M. We would appreciate hearing of 
persons in this area who might be interested in 
attending.” 


Seattle 


Gertrude and D. Reeves Shinn (8525—4th N. E., 
Seattle 5, Washington) report that together they 
visited with Victoria, B.C., Friends and were present 
at the meeting for worship on Sunday, November 24. 
They write: “Plans were made anticipating our ar- 
rival so that we had opportunity to go into the 
various homes for an English cup of tea. We feel that 
Friends should make more of an effort to revive the 
custom of early Friends for frequent mingling to- 
gether both in our own and other meetings.” 
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Meetings 

Harry T. Sileock writes from his office as Associate 
Secretaiy of the Friends World Committee for Con- 
sultation an interesting comment on Robert Boyd’s 
November item about John Woolman: “I am _ in- 
terested in the October issue of the Bulletin which 
you enclosed . . . I like one of the queries for further 
consideration of John Woolman’s Journal “Should 
Friends travelling in the ministry travel steerage as 
Woolman did?” I wish I knew the answer. I have 
tried it and I am sure that we ought to be ready to 
make experiments of this sort. Once when I tried it 
going west across the Atlantic I happened to get an 
influenza cold the day before we had to pass through 
Ellis Island and for a few hours I was sure I should 
get turned back and miss some important engage- 
ments, and at that time I was quite clear I had made 
a bad mistake!” 


College Park Association 
We are indebted to Laura Fitinghoff for the fol- 
lowing report of the November meeting of the Col- 
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lege Park Association. (The corresponding secretary 
newly appointed is Frances Dietrich, 1027 Greenwood 
Avenue, San Jose 11, California.) “A committee of 
Friends considered the application of the Tracy 
Monthly Meeting to join College Park Association. 
The expression of Quaker faith and practice offered by 
Tracy as their testimony was entirely satisfactory, in 
fact, we felt should be an example to older meetings. 
We were in accord with their request and welcomed 
Tracy Monthly Meeting most cordially. 

“The Semi-Annual Meeting as a whole considered 
favorably the prospect of joining Pacific Yearly Meet- 
ing if and when that meeting is set up. However, the 
several monthly meetings represented in the College 
Park Association will consider and study the plan 
further before coming to a decision either as Monthly 
meetings or aS a semi-annual group 

“The College Park Monthly Meeting of San Jose 
recently went through the formality of signing their 
names in a Monthly Meeting book and Marion B. 
Werner, (1648 Lincoln Avenue, San Jose 10) agreed 
to be our Clerk. Pearle McPherson our former Clerk, 
in fact, if not in name, has moved permanently to 
Congress, Arizona.” 


College Park Monthly Meeting 

The College Park Monthly Meeting is planning to 
study the London Yearly Meeting Discipline and the 
Guide to Quaker Practice. 


Why A Pacific Yearly Meeting? 
(Continued from Page 1) 


perfection to all our Meetings and endeavors. It 
will merely be a very human tool—but it will be 
a tool! And if we see it as such and are willing 
and able to use it, it can help us to build the 
kind of strong, clear, unified testimony we so 
earnestly desire to make not only in our own 
Coast communities but to the world. 


VirciniA N. BARNETT 
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